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THANK YOU JOHN PAQUIN FOR YEARS AS EASTFORD CHIEF—Best Wishes 
as you and Denise move to Massachusetts (p4) 
Heritage Day Planning Meeting –all welcome—Jan 12, 3pm, TOB 
Deadlines: Feb. 1: Valentine Craft Registration at Library (p5) 
Music Scholarship Applications for Eastford college students (p2) 
Adult Pickup Basketball all welcome—EES Wednesday nights, 6:30pm 
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Food Pantry by Steve & Karen Broderick 

Someone once said that whatever we possess becomes of double value when we 
share it with others. The difference your support has made to our Food Pantry is 
extraordinary, and we have much to be thankful for.      Once again, we thank 
Ms. Lessard and the entire Eastford School for their annual November Food 
Drive and thank you to Cory Blanchette and the Eastford Scouts for their 
"Scouting for Food" food drive. Thanks again to Whitcraft Corp., who for the 
fifth consecutive year, provided holiday turkeys for our clients. We thank Chris 
Nickerson, Trever  
Primus and "His Oaks" for their important ongoing support of the  
pantry. We would also like to thank Susan Fontaine and the Ashford Business 
Association for their generous donation of toys and gift cards collected at their 
"Christmas in July" fundraiser. Financial donations have allowed us to purchase 
essential items that are missing from our pantry. Many thanks to the Ashford 
Lake Property Owners’ Association, the Eastford Republican Town Commit-
tee,  Sandra Ashwell & Mike Schultz, Ralph Yulo, Molly & Robert Summers, 
Tom Bresnahan & Anne Fleming, and several anonymous donors for their gen-
erous  
donations. Checks can be made out to the Town of Eastford with Food Pantry in 
the memo line and mailed to the Selectmen’s Office, PO Box 98, Eastford 
06242.  
“Most Wanted” items include: Canned Goods: chili, ravioli, tuna, jelly, beef 
stew, hearty soup, pasta sauce, fruit. Drinks: coffee, juices. Packaged Items: 
macaroni and cheese, oatmeal, cereal, mashed potatoes, rice, stuffing mix, 
healthy snacks. Personal Products: shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, paper tow-

els, toothbrushes/toothpaste. Eastford residents in need who would like to avail 

themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential call anytime to Steve or 
Karen at 860-974-1618.  

THANK YOU DONORS! 
The Communicator needs your donations.  
Many communities no longer receive town 

news as printing & postage costs rise. Please 
help us continue to provide news to more than 

900 Eastford households. 
AND... 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL  
ADVERTISERS. 

They provide a wide array of gifts, gift 
certificates & special services 

THANK YOU RECENT DONORS: 
Susan & Michael Clements 

Mary Ellen & Mike Ellsworth 
Arlene & Bruce Goodwin 

Thank you! 
You are helping  

The Eastford Communicator to survive! 
Please send your donations to: 

Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253 
Eastford, CT 06242 

Selectman's Snippets: 
Budget - Every department, commission, board and agency affiliated with the Town of Eastford has been 
requested to submit a budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. We continue to be in an audit process which we 
expect to have completed this month. 
Community – Great things happen in our community!  
Many families and individuals have provided both food and monetary donations to the Food Pantry. Thank 
you all! 
The Recreation Commission sponsored a lovely December afternoon at the Eastford Congregational Church 
to enjoy cookies, Santa, live music from the Ashford Babcock Band, crafts and family fun. Thank you for 
your service to our community.  
There is a scheduled meeting for our Heritage Day on January 12 at 3pm in the lower level of Town Office 
Building. Visit our website for all updated events:  www.eastford.org/eastford                                      

                                    When one neighbor helps another, we strengthen our community.      ~Jennifer Pahlka~ 
 
Transfer Station – Thank you for recycling. If you are not sure what can be recycled go to williwaste.com. Click Recycling, scroll down to 
the question: Can I recycle it? After you type in an item, the instructions are provided. We have a list available on our website as well. 
Stickers are to be affixed to windshield’s lower left-hand corner. Limit: 2 cubic yards per week –  
roughly one level pickup load. We will be enforcing residents to comply with rules concerning the Transfer Station. Please secure rubbish 
pails as you travel to Transfer Station. 
Police Services – During the month of November, Troop D responded to 35 calls. These calls of service included: Accidents: 0, Criminal 
Invest: 1, Burglaries: 0, Larcenies: 0, DUI’S: 0, Traffic Citations: 6, Written Warning: 1, and Non-Reportable 
Matters: 34 (No written report, such as a traffic stop). A reminder from our Troop D liaison, please continue to encourage  
people to report criminal activity or suspicious incidents to Troop D @ 860-779-4900, or in an emergency 911. Connecticut State Police.                                                      
                                                                                                      Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman 

You can help local causes: 

Town of Eastford: Food Pantry (POB 98)(p1) 

Eastford Independent Fire Co. (POB 333)(p4) 

Eastford Historical Society (POB 350)(p5) 

Town of Eastford:  

1806 Union Society Bldg. (POB 98)(p7) 

Grove Cemetery Assn. (POB 284)(p10) 

Crystal Pond Park  (p.11) 

 

http://www.eastford.org/eastford
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 From the Principal by Carole McCombe 
Happy New Year from the staff at Eastford Elementary School! I 
hope that everyone  enjoyed the holiday season and had time to 
relax with family and friends. We are eager to jump into a new 
year, refreshed and enthusiastic about new learning and the expe-
riences that await both students and staff. 
    Recently, our students participated in our annual Giving Tree 
collection organized by our Parent Teacher Organization. Stu-
dents donate money and receive a snowflake to place on our Giv-
ing Tree. Students learn about supporting one another and the 
importance of taking an active part in their community. The mon-
ey collected is available to support local families in need through-
out the year.   
    I would like to thank all the local organizations that assisted us 
in supporting our families with toys, food and other necessities 
throughout the holiday season.  Your generosity is greatly appre-
ciated by all!   
    All high school students are reminded that if Eastford Elemen-
tary School closes or delays the opening of school due to weather, 
transportation to Woodstock Academy, Ellis Technical School, 
Quinebaug Middle College and Killingly is affected by that deci-
sion. If Eastford School is closed due to inclement weather, trans-
portation is not provided to the high schools. At times, we initially 
declare a delayed opening to give us enough time to properly con-
sider road conditions in Eastford and surrounding towns, but then 
the delay changes to a closing once we have this additional infor-
mation.  Please check our website (www.eastfordct.org) on days 
that you are wondering about the status of Eastford Elementary 
School and out of town transportation.  WINY, WFSB and NBC 
CT all broadcast our status, as well as updates, so it is important 
to check both frequently on tricky weather days. 
 
***************************************************** 
 
The Importance of Team Sports for Youth 
My name is Tyler Bridgewater, and I am the PE/health teacher at 
Eastford Elementary School. One of my passions is playing 
sports, so I wanted to share my thoughts with you on the matter of 
team sports and children.  
    There has been a national trend in the decline of sports in youth 
and there are countless articles listing a multitude of reasons why. 
There are also articles out there stating the importance of team 
sports in the elementary stages of child development. It is through 
sports that children first come to learn about sportsmanship, win-
ning/losing, teamwork, setting goals, work ethic, and determina-
tion. Sometimes a game or practice doesn’t go the way a child 
wants it to go, but if they persevere and stick with it, they can 
overcome those challenges. If children are not playing a sport, 
they might not see those adversities until later on and they might 
not have the skills necessary to face them. Also, by playing sports 
at a young age they develop the psychomotor skills necessary to 
be competitive at the middle school level, and eventually the high 
school level. Sports can be a great outlet for children, but by the 
time they are in middles school, they might be discouraged if they 
are behind some of their peers who have been involved for longer.      
I implore you to look into a sport that your child might enjoy.  
This could include soccer, football, basketball, baseball, lacrosse, 
gymnastics, wrestling, swimming, dance, and the list goes on. 
There are countless leagues out there that are always looking for 
players and volunteer coaches. It is a great way to keep your child 
healthy and active as well as teach them some excellent life skills. 
The earlier they start the better! If there is no team around, you 
could ask around the town and even try to start a team yourself! 
Your child might not like playing the sport at first, but if you 
practice with them and encourage them, they can stick with it and 
they will be better off for it! 

News and Notes from the Superintendent’s Office  
by Donna P. Leake, PhD 
A year ago, I wrote my first article for the Communicator. A year later 
I am still very enthused to be a part of the Eastford Learning Commu-
nity. I continue to enjoy visiting classrooms, talking with staff and 
students and meeting families and community members. In December, 
I had the opportunity to meet with the first group of students in grades 
K-3 who participated in the Superintendent’s Problem Solvers Pro-
gram. It was delightful to spend time listening to the students sharing 
their problem-solving strategies. The program will continue through 
the remainder of the year. 
   Eastford has had its fair share of early winter weather that resulted in 
school delays and/or closings. On one occasion, due to the timing of 
the storm, the snow call was changed from a delay to a closing. Chang-
ing the call from a delay to a closing is avoided whenever possible. 
Changes from a delay to a closing may occur, however, due to changes 
in the pattern of the storm, roads that cannot be cleared as quickly as 
anticipated, or buses that fail to start. In most weather-related circum-
stances, unless the local weather situation is significantly different, we 
follow the lead of Woodstock Academy. Making a weather-related call 
is never easy, the safety of our students, however, is the most critical 
factor in making final decisions.  
At its meeting on December 12, 2019, the BOE took the following 
actions:  (1) Recognized Ammani Kuljancic, a grade 5 student and 
Abigail Haynes, a grade 3 student as the Trimester Citizens of the 
Month. Citizens of the Month are selected based on the degree to 
which they exemplify leadership, respect, support of peers and in-
volvement in school activities. (2) Elected a new slate of officers: Mr. 
Bowen (Chair), Ms. Cote (Vice Chair) and Mrs. Skiff (Secretary). (3) 
Set the 2020-2021 budget meeting dates: January 21, 2020 at 6:00PM, 
January 28, 2020 at 6:00PM and February 4, 2020 at 6:30PM. (4) Des-
ignated Megan Calchera and Terry Cote as the Nominating Committee 
for the Hartford Foundation’s Ethel Cushing Gardner Music Scholar-
ship. The deadline for applications is February 1, 2020. Details pertain-
ing to the application can be found on the Hartford Foundation Web-
site. (5) Approved the 2020-2021 School Calendar. The calendar is 
posted on the Eastford Elementary School Website. (6) Revised Bylaw 
9141, Appointments of Representatives to the Woodstock Academy 
Board of Trustees.   All policies are posted on the Eastford Elementary 
School Website. 
    All the best for a wonderful 2020! I look forward to working togeth-
er with families and community members to shape the futures of our 
Eastford Learners. As always, please never hesitate to contact me, 
dleake@eastfordct.org  
 
*********************************************** 
Eastford School Readiness Program by Maribeth Stearns, Liaison 
Eastford’s School Readiness Program ended 2019 with many activities 
in the preschool.  We worked on being “Super Friends”, learning to 
take turns, play nicely with peers and remembering to “stop, think, and 
do” when interacting with others. The snow we had in December of-
fered opportunities to practice putting on all of our winter gear and 
getting outside to enjoy the wintery weather! 
    Using the Winter Traditions Survey sent home in November, we 
incorporated family traditions into our drawings made this into a class 
display.  Thanks to everyone who sent in their personal traditions!  
Preschoolers were able to attend the Winter Concert at school and at-
tend an assembly with Judy Jones, “The Hula Hoop Lady”.  December 
13 and December 20 were “Pajama Days” and preschoolers watched 
the movie Frosty the Snowman! 
    We hope everyone enjoyed their holidays and we wish everyone a 
Happy New Year as we begin 2020! 

http://www.eastfordct.org
mailto:dleake@eastfordct.org
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Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission News  
by Deb Lee, Co-chair 
This year the CHPC worked with two Eagle Scout candidates, Tristan Monahan 
and Sam Massey from Woodstock Scout Troop Troop 27. CHPC members Tom 
DeJohn and Ralph Yulo and Eagle Scout Leader Vicki Embree supervised Tris-
tan and Sam who made major renovations to the George Askew Trail (a loop 
trail located just north of the Eastford School’s athletic field).  Because this 
Town trail crosses a brook and runs along the Still River, it gets rather mucky in 
spots. Sam’s project involved stabilizing one of the bridges and its approaches 
that were in danger of washing away. Sam also built elevated, sturdy “bog 
bridges” over the muckiest sections of the trail. Tristan built 25 timber-lined, 
gravel-filled stair treads in the steep section called the "Indian Ladder". Tom 
worked with Sam and Tristan on coordinating the work with Town officials, as 
well as advising on design and logistics, but the boys were responsible for se-
curing the funds, materials, and volunteers to complete the project. Both pro-
jects involved a lot of hard labor as timbers and gravel had to be hand-carried 
to the work sites. Innumerable buckets of gravel were carried in by volunteers, 
sometimes a ¼ mile (and 
uphill for the stairs). The 
CHPC thanks Sam and 
Tristan for all their hard 
work and Tom and 
Ralph for supervising 
this project.  Please 
come out and enjoy na-
ture on the new, im-
proved Askew Trail. 
Photos:   
Right:  Eagle Scout can-
didate Tristan Monahan 
after he finished work 
on the Indian Stairs pro-
ject of the Askew Trail.  
Left: Eagle Scout candi-
date Sam Massey after 
installing the boardwalk 
over a long wet area. 
Seen just days before 
the Communicator went 
to press and after major 
rainfall, the path im-
provements kept walk-
ers above the water and  
usable. 
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MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras       (860)429-1932 

 

 

EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY, #1, INC. 
                                                              Happy Holidays – Happy New Year 
The EIFC wishes all a happy, healthy, and prosperous 2020. The EIFC is always there to respond to your emergency needs. There 
were eleven emergency calls responded to during the month of November, 2019. 
Following Veteran’s Day, the fire department flags were removed from the Grove Cemetery honoring our members and auxiliary 
who have passed. Prior to Memorial Day 2020, new flags and markers will be installed. 
    Congratulations to Deputy Chief James Roy in his successful upgrade to Emergency Medical Technician – EMT.  Time for study, 
testing preparation and practices of skills were very demanding, along with his family responsibilities, job as Eastford Public Works, 
and his community spirit has been recognized by all. 
    The EIFC bids farewell and thanks to former Chief John Paquin in his recent sale of Harlan Ridge Kennel and relocation and new 
adventures to Massachusetts. He has taught us much and has been and will continue to be one of our greatest support systems. Best 
wishes to John and Denise. 
    Welcome to Probationary Member Maciej Wolski who lives on Kennerson Reservoir Road. 
A special thanks for their support goes out to the Eastford Board of Selectmen in moving forward with the purchase and building of 
the new Engine Tanker 271. 
    REMINDER:  Please clean around your mailboxes and/or green house number signs. These numbers need to be fully visible in 
helping us find you quickly. If our recent weather has been an indicator of things to come, it is most important for you to assist us in 
this endeavor. The signs and numbers are free. Stop by any Wednesday evening to get or replace your signs and numbers. 
    There is still plenty of time to consider making your annual tax-deductible charities donation to the EIFC. We, a 100% volunteer 
organization, rely on the generous annual monetary support we get from you, the town residents. But, finances are tight due to the 
escalation of costs to keep the company functioning and training requirements. Through your  
generosity, you are helping us make a difference in YOUR community, and help us to sustain a feeling of personal  
satisfaction that we get from helping our friends and neighbors 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Please send your  
donation to:  EIFC, PO Box 333, Eastford, CT 06242.  You will receive, by return mail, a thank you showing the amount and date for 
your tax purposes.  
    The EIFC has accomplished much during 2019.  A more detailed report will be provided in January of 2020. Although we are cur-
rently small in numbers, we are strong in our training and classes.  We  welcome any and all who wish to be part of our family.   
                                                     We hope 2020 will be a good year for the town and for us. 
                                                                             ********************** 
THANK YOU TOWN OF EASTFORD 
My home has been in Eastford since 1987. Now, that journey comes to an end, but a new journey and adventure is on the horizon for Denise 
and I!After Thanksgiving, Harlan Ridge Kennel closed its doors as the property has been sold.The new owner will take possession as of De-
cember 16, 2019. My wife, Denise, and I will be moving all of our worldly possessions – OH MY GOD, WHAT A PILE OF STUFF! – and 
we are moving to Massachusetts. I am truly humbled by the Town of Eastford and its residents. Friends, neighbors, all of you present and 
past, will always be in my thoughts. Denise and I wish for you, to take care of each other as you would your own families. It is not my intent 
to “ride off into the sunset” of Massachusetts. I plan to continue my ride-throughs the center of town and stop for an occasional cup of coffee, 
just not so often.  Best to all of you and oh yes – MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!                                                                               
Sincerely, John Paquin 
******************************************************************************************************* 
Union Society Building Committee Report by Carol Davidge,Chair 
Thank you Janice Bradway for your legacy donation in memory of your parents, Grayce and Charles Sanga. The Sangas were married for 68 
years, and they were beloved residents of Eastford who participated in Union Society activities, especially oyster supper fundraisers for 
Eastford Fire Co. No. 1. The Sangas are greatly missed. All improvments to this Town-owned 1806 building are by donations from grants and 
donations such as these. The Union Society Building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places due to unique community activities. 
In the early 1800s in Connecticut, union societies formed as tax protestors by Baptists, Methodists, Catholics, Quakers and others because the 
only people who could vote at that time were men who were members of the Congregational Church, which was the town government. In 
1818 the Connecticut constitution was changed to guarantee that Connecticut men of other faiths could vote. (Note: at that time only men 
could vote). For the nearly 200 years, Eastford's Union Society was a gathering place for poor families who lived in Phoenixville. By coming 
together to share what they had, they could have pot luck dinners, holiday celebrations, dances, games, wild game dinners, fundraisers for the 
fire company. During Sunday School, which was a time when people, including children, took a break from working 18 hour days, children 
were taught to read. Donations and Legacy Memorials are needed to move the project forward. For donations of $100 or more, a plaque 
acknowledges the donor and individuals being honored. All proceeds from fundraisers go to the Town of Eastford for rehabilitation of the 
building. To make a donation in any amount, please make checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and 
mail to Union Society Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For information, please e-mail: carol.davidge@snet.net, 
and put Union Society in the subject line. Thank you to all who have helped with this unique cultural part of Eastford’s heritage. . 
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************************************************************** 
DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society 
Did you know that Jack Jumping is a New England sledding tradition that 
began in the mid- to late 1800’s?  The earliest Jack Jumpers were made for 
children by taking a barrel stave and attaching a wooden bench on a short post 
for a seat. Today, Jack Jumping is a sport enjoyed by both young and old. 
There is even a Jack Jump World Championship held each year at Mount 
Snow, VT.  Jane and Guy Grube recently donated a Jack Jumper to the Histor-
ical Society. It was a gift to Jane’s father, Alfred Warren, from Henry 
(photo below). Laurel Chandler Berger recently posted a picture of one on the 
Eastford CT 06242 Facebook page. She remembers her Dad and cousins using 
it to slide down Pork Hill. The January 2019 issue of Yankee Magazine in-
cluded an interesting article on Jack Jumping. To read it, Google, Jack Jump-
ing, Yankee Magazine. The Historical Society appreciates donations of origi-
nal writings, old photographs, and small historic items.  If you have items to 
donate or loan, please call Tom Lathem, 860-974-1620 or Linda Torgeson, 
860-933-0468.  Happy New Year! 

Eastford Recreation Commission leaders at Eastford’s Santa event 

(photo  below). Join them to plan future family activities & Heritage Day on 

Jan. 12 at 3pm at Town Office Building, lower level. Shown are (l-r) Mike 

Moran, Catherine DePercio, Paige Burgess and Lauren Barlow. 

Recreation Commission Report 
On December 7th, the Eastford Recreation Commission 
hosted our annual Cookies and Cocoa event. We would 
like to thank the Babcock Band from Ashford and the  
Congregational Church of Eastford for the parts they 
played in this event. Children had the choice of many 
crafts, decorating cookies, drinking cocoa and of course 
getting their picture taken with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
    After the holidays, we will also be holding a basketball 
clinic for the youth of Eastford in grades K-2.  Be on the 
lookout for registration at the end of January, beginning of 
February. The form will go home with students at Eastford 
Elementary School and will be available on the town  
website. The Recreation Commission also hosts Adult Pick
-up Basketball on select Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm in 
the Eastford Elementary School gym from now until 
April. The January dates are listed below, and the rest of 
the schedule can be found on the town’s website under the 
Rec. Commission’s page.  
    Our next meeting will be held on January 12 at 3pm 
in the Eastford Town Hall building’s lower level. Our 
main focus will be on Heritage Day 2020. Any other 
individuals or committees that would like to be in-
volved and/or included in this event please make every 
effort to attend so this event can be a success. We invite 
all residents, who are interested in planning future events, 
to come and share their ideas and thoughts. If you have 
questions please email the Eastford Recreation Commis-
sion at recofeastfordct@gmail.com. 
Mark your calendars! Adult Pick-up Basketball, Janu-
ary 8, 15, 22, 29 at 6:30 p.m. (Eastford Elementary School 
gym).  Eastford Recreation Commission meeting, 
Jan. 12 at 3:00pm (lower level of Town Office Building) 
 
*********************************************** 
 
LIBRARY NEWS by Susan Shead 
Happy New Year from the Library Board and staff of the 
Eastford Public Library.  Occasionally during the winter 
months, the library closes due to bad weather.   
Library closings are announced on WINY radio in Putnam. 
When passing by the library check to see if we are open. 
The library is open when the WELCOME flag is on  
display at the front entrance.  
    There will be a Valentine story time with a craft on  
Saturday, Feb. 8 at 10:30am. Please register your child by 
Feb. 1 by calling the library at 860-974-0125 or email at: 
eastfordpublib@gmail.com.  Please leave your child’s 
name age and a contact phone number.  
    The price of copies made at the library has increased 
from 20 cents to 30 cents.  Colored copies made on the 
library computers are now 40 cents a copy. The library 
book discussion is set for Monday January 13th at 7:00PM.  
The book is Mistress of the Ritz by Melanie Benjamin.  
Copies are available at the library. 
    There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquari-
um, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Mu-
seum, and free admission passes to the New Britain Muse-
um of American Art, Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecti-
cut’s Old State House. We also have 20%   off general 
admission coupons to The Connecticut Science Center. 

The library will be closed on Monday January 20 in 
honor of Martin Luther King Day. Please note:The 
library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 
8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

mailto:recofeastfordct@gmail.com
mailto:eastfordpublib@gmail.com
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

The EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY, located on route 198, is a special place. 
The grounds are beautifully groomed and peaceful --  a perfect resting place for our late loved ones.  

If you are an Eastford resident, you may purchase a cemetery plot at Grove.  We have 
redesigned the cemetery to provide more single and double plots, as well as a cremation section. 

Please contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 for a confidential conversation about ownership. 

In Memory 
Audrey M. (Gratton) Giorgi, 56, of Petaluma, CA for 36 years, 
passed away peacefully at home surrounded by her family on Thurs-
day, July 11, 2019. She was the beloved wife of Kenneth A. Giorgi 
to whom she was married for 29 years. Audrey is survived by her 
two daughters, Alyssa and Vanessa. Audrey was born on March 12, 
1963 in Putnam, CT and grew up in Eastford, CT. She is survived by 
her mother, Mary (Wetherell) Gratton and her partner Dana Basto of 
Woodstock, CT, and her late father, M. Phillip Gratton. She is also 
survived by five siblings, Debra Reynolds and Russel of Eastford, 
CT, Brian Gratton of Eastford, CT, Martin Gratton and Cynthia of 
St. Petersburg, FL, her twin sister Arlene Goodwin and Bruce of 
Ashford, CT, Mistie Hagenhoff and Nicholas of Frisco, TX, along 
with many nieces and nephews. 
Submitted by Arlene Goodwin 

January 2020 Calendar 
 
4     AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
6     Board of Selectmen, TOB, 7pm 
7     Conservation & Hist Pres Comm, TOB, 7pm 
       Democratic Town Cmte/Caucus, Library, 7pm   
8     Crystal Pond Park Com, Crystal Pond Pk, 6pm 
       Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 6:30pm 
       Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 
9     BOE, EES, 7pm 
11   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
12   Heritage Day/Rec Comm, TOB, 3pm 
13   Book Discussion, Library, 7pm 
14   Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm 
       Republican Town Cmte/Caucus, Library, 7:30pm 
15   Communicator Deadline 
       Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 6:30pm 
18   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
22   Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 
       Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 6:30pm 
23   Inland Wetlands, TOB, 7pm 
       Library Board, Library, 7pm 
25   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
29   Adult Pickup BBall, EES, 6:30pm 
*********************************************** 
Wanted: Your outdoor activity needs-Survey deadline: Jan 1  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/LRTP_NECCOG 
The Northeastern CT Council of Governments seeks your input on outdoor 
recreation as part of NECT's Long Range Transportation Plan to plan 
trails, roads,  waterbodies and other places, whether for recreation or alter-
native transportation, and individual and group use of all forms of non-
motorized activities, including walking, running, bicycling, mountain bik-
ing, canoeing and kayaking, in-line skating, cross-country skiing and 
equestrian activities. Related activities such as wildlife and bird watching 

and photography will also be included. 
Birders? Help the CT Bird Atlas by watching local birds, one hour at a 
time: 
http://ctbirdatlas.org/Surveys_winter_timed.htm 
CT History Award Nominations due Jan 1: 
https://clho.org/awards/  
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Per-

sonal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

Scout Troop 92 Report 
Due to holidays and concerts, Scout Troop 92 met only twice. Activities: 
"Scouting for Food" yielded a substantial amount of nonperishable food 
for local food banks.Five full tables of food were delivered to the Baptist 
Church food center and Eastford food bank. Registered Nurse Ray Green 
instructed Scouts in basic first aid. This is a worthwhile skill that may 
help someone in the future. Mr. Green has agreed to ramp this up this 
spring and teach the First Aid Merit Badge, which is a requirement for 
the rank of Eagle Scout. The Cub Scouts held their “Rain Gutter Regatta” 
competition. That was a lot of fun. It’s wind powered sailboats racing 
down a water-filled rain gutter.  Upcoming events: Jan 6, Monday, PLC 
Leaders meeting at St Philip’s Rec Hall. Jan. 24-26: Klondike Derby. 
Winter outdoor camping with events and competition. Feb 7, Cub Scouts 
Blue and Gold Banquet. Annual awards and advancement for Cub 
Scouts. Feb 8, Tropical Vacation-visit to the Mansfield Community Cen-
ter to use their pool and game room. Cubs and Scouts can warm up! We 
would like to welcome the new Camp Webster Scout Reservation resi-
dent Ranger, Jay Lentz who is replacing Skip Young who has retired. We 
welcome Mr. Lentz and thank Skip for all his years of service to the 
Camp. Scout meetings are most Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM at 
Knowlton Memorial Hall, next to Cumberland Farms store in Ashford. 
New members and visitors are welcome. Nord Yakovleff Ast Sct Mstr 
Cory Blanchette Scout Master. Photo: Rain Gutter Regatta with Cub 
Scouts (L-R) Jack Cantrell and  Cameron Nemeth 

Winter Tales by Carol Davidge 
Good Neighbors. Twenty-seven years ago during another bitter 
cold spell in December, Eastford experienced four days without 
power. My family had given away a shed full of cord wood to a 
needy person because we hadn't used it for ten years. Now  
without wood for our own woodstove to keep our pipes from 
freezing, I called people desperately hoping to find wood. "Nick 
Bowen has some," I was told. We didn't know Nick but his 
wife, Karen Bowen, answered the phone to say that yes, Nick 
had wood on his truck but they were not able to get out because 
power lines were down over their driveway. Nick and Karen's 
baby was just two weeks old at that time. They promised to 
come the next day. Fortunately, by mid-day my husband, Garry 
Clifford, had found enough odd bits in our barn so that we were 
able to get the wood stove going and to know that we would 
have heat overnight. At 2:30 Karen called me and said that she 
and Nick were so worried about us that Nick was trying to fig-
ure out if he could load enough wood onto his snowmobile and 
get through the woods to bring us enough wood for overnight. 
With a two-week old baby, these wonderful people, previously 
unknown to us, showed concern. Gratitude is an inadequate 
word for such caring. By the way, if you stop in at Bowens Gar-
age, ask to see Karen's earrings of the day - she has different 
earrings each day till Christmas. Another note: for all these 
years, my family has purchased our cars - usually used - from 
Bowens, finding them honest and the cars to be outstanding 
long-time performers. Thank you. 
A Coriander Story-friends who had been intimidated to go to 
Coriander, thinking it a fancy restaurant, came with me after the 
Cookies with Santa event. "This is like a place you'd find in 
Martha's Vineyard or Nantucket," they said. One was a life-long 
resident of Nantucket. Indeed. We are fortunate to have a local 
eatery of outstanding quality and reasonable prices.  
Snowflakes. Snow crystals beging to form in clouds where 
temperatures are 32-39degrees F. These clouds are made up of 
water droplets so microscopic that thousands could fit on a dot 
the size of an i. As these molecules gather they freeze and build 
ice crystals, forming snowflakes. As the crystals become larger, 
they begin to fall. (From Stokes Guide: Nature in Winter, p. 
62.) 
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

BUY ONE GET ONE -  one lesson - GRATIS  

Recreation Commission  Experience Eastford / Heritage 

Day Group has met several times and will meet again on  

Sunday, Jan. 12 at 3pm in the Town Office Building, lower 

level. ALL ARE INVITED to come and work toward holding 

events in 2020. Eastford is your town—join in to celebrate its 

beauties and joys. 

Legal Notice 

Town of Eastford 

Democratic Caucus 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a Caucus of all enrolled 

Democratic electors of the Town of Eastford on Tuesday, January 

7
th at 7pm in the Eastford Public Library to endorse candidates for 

the Democratic Town Committee. 

Attest: Megan Calchera, Chairperson 

December 11, 2019 

***************************************************** 

Legal Notice 

Town of Eastford 

Republican Caucus 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a Caucus of all enrolled 

members of the Republican electors of the town of Eastford on 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at the Eastford Library to 

endorse candidates for the Republican Town Committee. 

Attest: Daniel Belanger, Chairman 

December 10, 2019  
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 News You Can Use by Deb Richards- Emergency Management Director—Cyberprotection 
 
Eastford recently participated in the annual Emergency Planning and Preparedness Initiative (EPPI), held throughout the State 
of Connecticut. This event is attended by Emergency Managers, CEO and sister agencies including CT DEMHS, FEMA, and 
the American Red Cross.  Prior to the exercise all Emergency Managers were given the loyalty oath and sworn into office for 
another year by Deputy Commissioner Rush-Kittel.  This year’s initiative addressed a multi-day cyber-attack effecting our ener-
gy such as electricity and gas lines, and how we as a multidisciplinary could prepare, react and recovery from such an event.    
Hospitals, libraries, schools, voter registration systems and police departments have fallen victim to one type of digital hijacking 
or another. Cybercrime is not just a concern for corporate technology departments. Schools, scout troops, Rotary clubs and reli-
gious organizations need to know what to look for and how to handle it. 
1. Keep everything up to date: Many breaches, including the 2017 one at the Equifax credit bureau that exposed the financial 
information of almost every American adult, boil down to someone leaving out-of-date software running.  
2. Use strong, unique passwords:  It’s important to use unique passwords that are different for each site, and not easy-to-hack . 
Do NOT use things like “123456” or “password.”   Choose passwords that are at least 14 characters long. Consider starting with 
a favorite sentence, and then just using the first letter of each word. Add numbers, punctuation or symbols for complexity if you 
want, but length is more important. Make sure to change any default passwords set in a factory, like those that come with your 
Wi-Fi router or home security devices. 
3. Enable multi-factor authentication:  In many situations, websites are requiring users not only to provide a strong password 
but also to type in a separate code from an app, text message or email message when logging in. It is an extra step, and it’s not 
perfect, but multi-factor authentication makes it much harder for a hacker to break into your accounts. 
4. Encrypt and back up your most important data:  If you can, encrypt the data that’s stored on your smartphone and com-
puter. If a hacker copies your files, all he’ll get is gibberish, rather than, for instance, your address book and financial records. 
For data that’s crucial, like medical information, or irreplaceable, like family photos, it’s important to keep copies. These back-
ups should ideally be duplicated as well, with one stored locally on an external hard drive only periodically connected to your 
primary computer, and one remote, such as in a cloud storage system. 
5. Be careful using public Wi-Fi: When using public Wi-Fi, anyone nearby who is connected to the same network can listen in 
on what your computer is sending and receiving across the internet.  Use search engines like DuckDuckGo - that do not track 
users. 
In short: Be cautious, proactive and informed 
How to report Cyber incidents: 
Connecticut Intelligence Center    Cyber Crimes Investigation Unit 
Email ctic@ct.gov     Email: cybercrime@ct.gov 
Phone: 860-706-5500      
 
******************************************************************************************************* 

“Tips for Today” -by Liz Ellsworth 
Hunker down this winter and read some books about the local 
landscape. One of my favorites is Tom Wessels’ Reading the 
Forested Landscape: A Natural History of New England. You’ll 
be able to interpret the hills and paths of the pastures, and the 
thriving trees, and downed logs in the woodlands.  Wessels’ oth-
er titles are just as well-written; he makes local history and sci-
ence easily accessible and fun!  It’s a New Year, so why not add 
a daily nature lesson to your year? Read Naturally Curious Day 
by Day written by Mary Holland.  Her vivid photographs and 
quick nature bits are seasonally accurate and will add much to 
your walks in the Quiet Corner and beyond.  Happy 2020! 

https://www.itgovernanceusa.com/blog/indiana-hospital-pays-55000-after-ransomware-attack
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/jan/23/ransomware-attack-paralyses-st-louis-libraries-as-hackers-demand-bitcoins
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/illinois-focuses-on-voter-registration-security-for-2018-midterms-in-response-to-2016-russian-breach/
https://www.itgovernanceusa.com/blog/indiana-hospital-pays-55000-after-ransomware-attack
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/jan/23/ransomware-attack-paralyses-st-louis-libraries-as-hackers-demand-bitcoins
https://www.itgovernanceusa.com/blog/indiana-hospital-pays-55000-after-ransomware-attack
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/jan/23/ransomware-attack-paralyses-st-louis-libraries-as-hackers-demand-bitcoins
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/illinois-focuses-on-voter-registration-security-for-2018-midterms-in-response-to-2016-russian-breach/
https://www.itgovernanceusa.com/blog/indiana-hospital-pays-55000-after-ransomware-attack
https://www.cnet.com/news/equifaxs-data-breach-by-the-numbers-the-full-breakdown/
https://krebsonsecurity.com/password-dos-and-donts/
https://gizmodo.com/the-25-most-popular-passwords-of-2018-will-make-you-fee-1831052705
https://theconversation.com/why-we-choose-terrible-passwords-and-how-to-fix-them-76619
https://www.lifewire.com/changing-default-password-on-wifi-network-816567
https://www.theverge.com/2017/7/10/15946642/two-factor-authentication-online-security-mess
https://www.theverge.com/2017/7/10/15946642/two-factor-authentication-online-security-mess
https://theconversation.com/encrypted-smartphones-secure-your-identity-not-just-your-data-91715
https://www.theverge.com/2017/7/10/15946642/two-factor-authentication-online-security-mess
https://theconversation.com/encrypted-smartphones-secure-your-identity-not-just-your-data-91715
mailto:ctic@ct.gov
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 Dear Readers: 
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads do 
not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is Eastford’s 
main source of news about events, town government,  and local  
organizations. We need donors to support this effort if we are to 
continue. If you can, please send a donation. Thank you! 
 
Your Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   
 
Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator 
PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242 
THANK YOU!    
The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, 
address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are subject to 
editing.  Articles are those of the submitters and not necessarily those of 
The Communicator. The Communicator does not print letters to editor  or 
items it regards as offensive or slanderous. Advertisements are paid by the  
advertiser, who is responsible for the advertisement’s content.  The  
Communicator reserves the right to reject any submissions. 
Thank you for your support. 
Carol Davidge, Editor 

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY 
REQUEST FOR DONATIONS 
 
Kindly consider assisting the Eastford Grove Cemetery As-
sociation in its pursuit of efficient perpetual care of the 
Grove Cemetery. We are a non-profit group that does not 
receive funding from the Town of Eastford. A tax deducti-
ble donation from you will help us meet present and future 
beautification and maintenance requirements. Contribution 
in any amount will allow us to continue to meet the goal of 
providing a well-maintained, respectable final resting place 
for your loved ones. 
    Additionally, you could leave a gift to the Eastford Grove 
Cemetery Association in your will or living trust, known as 
a bequest.  This allows you to offer future support without 
giving up assets today.  Or, you may also wish to consider 
making "The Grove Cemetery Association" the recipient of 
a memorial donation (“in lieu of flowers”). 
    We appreciate your consideration of our appeal and wel-
come any questions or concerns regarding the cemetery opera-
tion. Questions? Call (860) 974-1349. You may also visit our 
website at: https://sites.google.com/site/
eastfordgrovecemetery/ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Yes, I wouild like to help.  
 
Enclosed is my gift of $        

Name                                              

Address        

City      State    Zip    
 
Gift in memory of       

Send to:  Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.   
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 : You can visit online at 
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/.  
 
************************************************** 

Santa Photos back page (l-r) Row 1: Daniel Budd liked edible 
cookie decorations; Pam Desaulnier & Scarlett guessing how 
many kisses in jar;  Madison Bates took family photos with 
Mrs. and Mr. Santa. Row 2: Nick DePercio of Eastford with 
Matthew and Ashlynn; Brielle and Bina decorated cookies;  
Justin, with mom Christine Knudsen, was pleased with his 
success decorating cookies; Ayden mastered the ball-toss 
game. Photos by C. Davidge, M. McKenna, P. Burgess. 

Eastford-It’s Connecticut’s Best Small Town.  
Connecticut Magazine’s cover story in March 1993 showed 
Eastford with Bowens Garage, Coriander, the Ivy Glenn, cows, 
trees and people walking around the village. Rankings were 
based on quality of life, affordability, good schools, low crime 
rate, leisure and other measures. Those qualities remain today. 
Information: www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford and 
Facebook: Eastford CT06242 

https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/
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                                                LOCAL NATURE WONDERS—FREE 

CRYSTAL POND PARK IS YOUR PARK. Website: http://www.crystalpondpark.com/ 
Owned by the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock, Crystal Pond Park on Weeks Road offers free year-round beach,  
picnic tables, swimming, fishing, hiking trails, disc golf (donation), a dining hall that can be reserved (fee) & park can 
be rented for occasions (fee). 
 
THE LAST GREEN VALLEY (TLGV) in Eastern Connecticut is a National Heritage Corridor. Events: Jan. 18, 10am, Bald 
Eagle Hike at Quinebaug Trout Hatchery, 141 Trout Hatchery Rd, Central Village CT with Ranger Bill Reid;  Jan. 24, 
1:15pm, Live Eagles w Horizon Wings, Creamery Brook Village, Brooklyn CT (registration necessary 860-779-8700);  
Jan 25, 10am, Bald Eagles & Nests, Roseland Park, 205 Roseland Park Rd, Woodstock, CT w Ranger Bill Reid (Horizon 
Wings will join). Brochures about destinations and activities are available at town halls, libraries, restaurants, or  
information kiosks. To receive your own brochure, email: mail@tlgv.org; or call  860-774-3300. The Last Green Valley 
has information plus a monthly calendar of numerous events of all kinds at: www.thelastgreenvalley.org 
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HAPPENINGS … scenes from Cookies w  Santa on Dec. 7 

 


